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Introduction

Make disciples of all nations. This imperative from Matthew 28:19 was the
heartbeat of the 16th century Anabaptist movement. Along with Psalm 24:1
— “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it” (NRSV) — Matthew 28:19
and its parallel in Mark 16:15-16 were the most quoted texts in Anabaptist
court testimonies. Ordinary believers used these texts to justify their calling
to preach the gospel outside the channels of the state churches, baptizing
only those who believed upon confession of faith — hence, repudiating
infant baptism. As 2025 marks the 500th anniversary of Anabaptist origins,
it is fitting that Anabaptist-Mennonite Christians revisit these last words of
Jesus to his disciples — the Great Commission — as we seek to continue his
mission today.

Sermon starters

Matthew 28:16-20 can be divided into two parts — a preamble that sets the
scene (vv. 16-17) and Jesus’ speech to his disciples (vv. 18-20).

1. The scene opens in Galilee, where Jesus had earlier directed “the
eleven” to meet him (vv. 16, 28:10). What is the significance of
Galilee in Matthew’s gospel? What other events in Jesus’ ministry
happened there?

2. Before Jesus met the eleven after his resurrection, he had appeared
to Mary Magdalene and another Mary, whom he told to tell “[his]
brothers” to “go to Galilee.” Where else in the Bible do you see
women taking a leading role in announcing the good news of God’s
reign? What might have happened if the eleven had not believed
the women’s report enough to go to Galilee? What might this story
suggest about the relationship between women and men in the mission

of God?



3. In Galilee, the disciples meet Jesus on “the
mountain to which [he] had directed them.” In
Matthew’s gospel, what other events in the ministry
of Jesus occurred on “the mountain”? How might
these other mountain events in the life of Jesus
and his disciples affect the way we understand the
mission which Jesus entrusted to his disciples from
the mountain?

Jesus’ speech to his disciples includes four “all”
statements.

e “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me” (v. 18).

il

e “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations’
(v. 19).

e “...and teaching them to obey everything [“all
things”] that I have commanded you” (v. 20a).

e “...Iam will you always [“all the days”], to the
end of the age” (20b).

In the middle of these, between statements two and
three, is “baptizing them [“disciples of all nations”] in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
.7 (v. 19b)

Consequently, Jesus’ speech is framed by and focused
on the presence of God with his people through Jesus. “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore ...” (vv. 18-19a). “I am with you always” (v. 20b).
New disciples are baptized “in the name of the Father and of
the Son of the Holy Spirit,” into the presence of God.

1. Why is it important that mission is infused with
the presence of God? Why is it important that the
presence of God precedes the command to “go and
make disciples”? Why is it important that disciples
are baptized into the name/presence of God?

2. Jesus claims “all authority in heaven and on earth”
and sends the disciples with that same authority.
How does Jesus exercise authority in the gospel of
Matthew? How is Jesus’ authority different from
that of his opponents? What is the effect of Jesus’
authority on others? (See Matthew 7:28-29, 9:2-8,
10:1, 21:23-27) What are the implications of Jesus’
way of authority for how we do mission?

3. Jesus sends his disciples to “make disciples of all
nations.” Earlier in the gospel of Matthew, Jesus
had sent his disciples only to “the lost sheep of the
house of Israel” — not to “the nations” or Gentiles

(10:5-6). How do you understand this expansion
of focus for the disciples? Do you think that
followers of Jesus should care about the needs of
people outside their “own” families, communities,
or nations? Why? How do you understand the
relationship between engaging in ministry locally
and globally?

Besides the imperative, “make disciples,” Jesus’
speech includes three other verbs, all in participial
form in the Greek: “going,” “baptizing,” and
“teaching.” Disciples are made as disciples go,
baptize, and teach others to practice everything
that Jesus commanded them. In the gospel of
Matthew, what did Jesus teach his disciples? What
attitudes, virtues, and behaviors are characteristic
of followers true to Jesus’ teaching?

Earlier in Matthew, Jesus said that to love God
with one’s entire being and to love one’s neighbor
as oneself are as two parts of one commandment —
the greatest commandment (22:34-40). Similarly,
he said, “in everything do to others as you would
have them do to you; for this is the law and the
prophets” — “the Golden Rule.” When Jesus says
that baptizing goes along with “teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you,” do
you think of the Great Commandment and the
Golden Rule? When you think of mission, do you
think of loving God and loving your neighbor as
yourself? What does a mission motivated by love
look like? And what might it look like to love God
and others with a missional consciousness?

What themes from the supplemental texts, listed
above, do you see reflected in Matthew 28:16-
20? What light do these texts shed on your
understanding of the Great Commission?
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Join in God'’s mission

Visit our website for more
stories from Mission Network
workers and alumni who are or
who have served in many places
across the globe.

Become a prayer partner. Join a
worldwide network of people
who support Mission Network
through prayer.

Serve with us! Individuals and
families may choose from many
programs to serve domestically
or internationally.

Your gifts to Mission Network
make resources like this
possible. Join us in sharing the
word of God across the street
and around the world by giving
today. Go to MennoniteMission.
net/Donate to support our
global work.
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Worship resources

Songs from Voices Together:

e No. 395 “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”

e No. 765 “Neno Lake Mungu (Listen, God is
Calling)”

e No. 766 “Go in Grace and Make Disciples”

e No. 455 “Make Us One”

e No. 769 “Ey Lou Nis (Now I know)”

e No. 774 “Lord, You give the Great Commission”

¢ No. 834 “Thuma Mina (Send Me, Lord)”

¢ No. 43 “God, Be the Love”

e No. 284 “Lo, I am with You”

e No. 848 “Christ, Be All around Me”

e No. 180 “This is God’s Wondrous World”

Prayers and liturgies from Voices Together:

e No. 993 “O God, Listening to us here...”
e No. 923 “Apostle’s Creed”
e No. 1009 “Source and Sustain of life...”
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Downloadable scripture graphics Offering

MennoniteMission.net/ScriptureGraphics

Your gifts to Mennonite Mission Network make resources
like this possible. Join us in sharing the word of God
across the street and around the world by giving today.
Go to MennoniteMission.net/Donate to support our global
work.

beginning

Matthew 28:18-20

—2 Mennonite Mission Network

Matthew 28:19-20

MennoniteMission.net

Toll-free: 1-866-866-2872 ° Mennonite
-, Mission

/ ' Network

SEPT-2026


https://www.mennonitemission.net/resources/scripture-graphics/
https://www.mennonitemission.net/resources/scripture-graphics/the-great-commission/
https://www.mennonitemission.net/resources/scripture-graphics/go-and-make-disciples/
https://www.mennonitemission.net/
https://www.mennonitemission.net/donate/

